Office of Hon Simon Bridges

MP for Tauranga
Minister of Consumer Affairs

Associate Minister for Climate Change Issues
Associate Minister of Transport

27 JUL 2012

Mr Andy Smith

President

Living Streets Aotearoa
andy.smith@livingstreets.org.nz

Dear Andy
Official Information Act request

| refer to your oral request, pursuant to the Official Information Act 1982, seeking the
briefing paper provided to me by the Ministry of Transport for our meeting of 20 June
2012. Your request was confirmed by the Ministry of Transport by email on 6 July 2012.

The following document was identified in your request and is enclosed:
e (0OCO00854: Meeting with Living Streets Aotearoa

Appendix 1 and 2 of the briefing (Living Streets Aotearoa's proposal for motorists to give
way to pedestrians at intersections and a response from Minister Tremain to you about
this issue) are not enclosed as you already hold this information.

Certain information is being withheld in reliance on section 9(2)(f)(iv) of the Official
Information Act which relates to the constitutional conventions which protect the
confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers or officials

With respect to the part of the document that has been withheld, | do not consider there
are any other considerations which render it desirable, in the public interest, to make the
information available.

Private Bag 18041, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160, New Zealand. Telephone 64 4 817 6835 Facsimile 64 4 817 6535



You have the right under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act to make a complaint
about the withholding of information to the Ombudsman, whose address for contact
purposes is:

The Ombudsman

Office of the Ombudsmen
P O Box 10-152
WELLINGTON

Yours sincerely,

-

VA

Hon Simon Bridges
Associate Minister of Transport
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June 2012.

You are meeting with Andy Smith, President of Living Street g}& on 20

. Action required

No action is required. &% N %

Contact for telephone discussion (if required) 2 <<\/ /\

one ' First
Name Position D;rect\L %ﬁq Contact
Maria Kirkland Adviser 643439 9255 v
Nick Brown Manager People an \3%\43,/9/9235 21 684674
Environment

MINISTER’S COMMENTS:

S &
@@@

Date:

- Attention: (

A

fﬁ”(dnﬁe 201 . Briefing Number: | OC00854

“Hon Simon Bnd@e% ‘ Security level: In-Confidence

(AssWister of
Transpo
(>

/ %f Tra”(syom office actions

Noted %
O e@ang
@drawn

O seen [ Approved

O Referred to

O nNot seen by Minister L] Overtaken by events



Purpose of report

1. To provide you with some background information and advice for your meeting with Andy
Smith, President of Living Streets Aotearoa.

Background

2. Living Streets Aotearoa is the national walking organisation in Ney'Ze
% fﬂ\qe

promote walking friendly communities throughout New Zealand
more people choosing to walk more often.

3. Andy Smith, who you will be meeting with, is the Presid (9? %ng Streets

4, The Ministry of Transport and the NZ Transport Ag ) meet art\l with Living
Streets Aotearoa, Cycling Advocates Netwo

Facts on walking from the NZ Household Travel s

5. Walking makes up 13 percent of total I ou nd 17 percent of the
number of trip legs.

6. Those aged 15-24 years walk the t nearly one hour and twenty
minutes per person per we

7. Walking by those age s has d/ S from 1.5 hours per person per week in
1989/90 to around 1 person @‘ln 2007-10.

Government rnvestmen f;al ing

8. The gov rn%ests i gLand cycling through the National Land Transport
r%N TP), of wh h\ million is allocated for walking and cycling investment in

the ¢ TP (2009/10-2034/12).
9. n overnmw Statement (GPS) on Land Transport Funding (2012/13-
)was July 2011 and focuses walking and cycling investment on its
tnbutlo to ic growth and productivity, reducing congestion, and improving
destru %&yﬁst safety.
Th n has set the funding range for the walking and cycling activity class over the

at $36-90 million. The NZTA will decide where within this range the actual
of funding will lie. This will be set out in a new NLTP (2012/13-2014/15) which is

e to be published in late August 2012,
/ﬁs\%s to discuss

@L Living Streets Aotearoa has identified two main issues they would like to discuss with you.
These are:

. their campaign to change the Road User Rule to ensure that pedestrians have right
of way at intersections

. a nationwide variable speed limit of no more than 40km/h, ouiside all schools at
relevant times
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Giving way to pedestrians at intersections

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Living Streets Aotearoa are advocating for an amendment to the Land Transport (Road User
Rule) 2004 which would require motorists to give way to pedestrians at intersections. Their
proposal is attached to this briefing as Appendix 1.

toa

road user on a footpath (clause 4.4).

Currently, the law does not give priority to pedestrians at intersections, ex@ ffic @&
y

signals and when a driver is entering or exiting a driveway; the driver @
The Land Transport (Road User) Rule 2004 was recenfly amen in 201, The main
change was to New Zealand's give-way rules. During public consultation on thel.and

Transport (Road User) Amendment Rule 2011, Living Str Aotearoa submi
advocated for pedestrians to be given priority over motor| tersections.

advocated for a similar law as Australia, where driver
roundabout) must give way to any pedestrians crossi

urhirfg at’ any inft?rse\ ion{except a

ad th @ﬁng.

Living Streets have said that prioritising pede ira"hs\\:v d clarj e onsibilities of
motorists at intersections, reduce confusio reby incre fety. However, this
S er)

change was outside the scope of the Lapd rt (Road: endment Rule 2011
and Living Streets suggestions were g} i in the fin f;?ﬁmdment Rule.

Living Streets Aotearoa wrote to t r%@us AssQCi inister of Transport earlier in the
year about this issue. The Ministry o sport A's advice has been that the

briefing as Appendix‘2; %

change to the give way rul 5 March 20 to happen first and that adding
further changes might have somplicated thing d users who were already concerned
about how to apply th

vé-vay rujés—.— inister Tremain's reply is attached to this

The total numb r(éfﬁea s an

years shows-that imber o

statistical a

ysis

@repgrted injuries for pedestrians over the last 10
$; serious injuries and minor injuries has declined by

31 percent, ent, and @;C t respectively. It has been expected that the change to
the gi rales would bev

levant intersection crashes by 7 percent. However, it is
of intersection crashes and the effect on pedestrians

the change to the give-way rules.
S xﬁking c% s a medium priority area in Safer Journeys. Changing the give-way
a t

s a fir ? and Safer Journeys states that:

g ges to the give way rules for turning traffic would improve pedestrian
afety. We will review the effectiveness of these changes, and if necessary consider
irther changes at a later to date to give pedestrians more priority.”

changes to the give-way rules need to be embedded and results need to be monitored
fore any further changes are considered to give pedestrians more priority.

limits outside schools

Living Streets Aotearoa would also like to raise with you their support for a nationwide
variable speed limit of no more than 40km/h, outside all schools at relevant times. We

9(2)(f)(iv)

provided a briefing to you which outlined this issue in May 2012 (QC00767 refers),
Withheld under section
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21.  The safety of school children is recognised as a significant road safety issue. However, the
Ministry of Transport and the NZTA do not consider that the safety of school children would
be improved by the passing of a law that would reduce speeds to 40km/h outside all schools.
This is because experience has shown that motorists do no always slow down just for a

change in speed limit. Motorists respond to what they see, which in the case of schools
means the level of pedestrian activity on the roads around the schools. As f the time
there are few children on or near the road outside them, some drivers are r o slow
down despite the speed limit being lowered.

22.  The Ministry and other road safety partners support variable spg@%nzﬁtside sché@
but a blanket approach may not be the most effective or enforc number of loc
authorities are working with the NZ Police and schools on 40km/h school zones and the
are growing in number. gy

23. It is considered more effective to limit the 40km/h li gﬂa t @ peri und’'the start
and end of the school day when activity around the(s is'busies is helps drivers
understand the need to reduce speed at these i elps t i arget their

enforcement effort to times of greater risk. Q ,

down from 100km/h to
me examples of 40km/h
ie; isfefctorily on roads with a

\@ e permanent speed limit is
over 80km/h it will need to be reduce {mit to be effective.

a vyiable
25.  Motorists are already re/cgu'/t\ slow dow ﬁ% when passing a stationary school bus
that is picking up, or Kl}g schoo qhi’rek n:.This is intended to create a ‘safety cocoon’
that warns other mot y are g ko{p?n an area where children are likely to cross
downy -

the road, and to @\

~

Maria Ki kla@ Nick Brown
Adv'é Manager People and Environment
S
ISTER’ &%S :
(\I
TE: N\\/ J

©

variable speed limits in rural school z t operat
permanent speed limit of 80km/h. This suggests

24, In the ruratl environment, it is unrealistic /\% y
40km/h in the short length of a schoo%&ﬂo ever, therg af
(o]
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