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School route audits
Identifying barriers to modal shift on the school run



Policy calls to government
Make the walk to school safer and easier







Overcoming Barriers to 
Walking to and from School

1. Distance
2. Land Use Mix
3. Street Design and Maintenance
4. Independent Mobility
5. Culture



RECOMMENDATION 2: 
Schools should use their PE and Sport Premium to support 

more children to walk to school.
Birchfields Primary School, Manchester



“It has been brilliant for the children to work with Living 
Streets over the last year. The project has brought the 
whole community together; children from Birchfields and 
MEA Central schools, West Point Residents Association, 
staff, parents and governors. 

Everyone has noticed the health benefits, not just the 
exercise walking and cycling to school but also less 
polluting traffic on Lytham Road. I can highly recommend 
this project.” 

Sam Offord
Headteacher 
Birchfields Primary School



RECOMMENDATION 4: 
Schools should proactively partner with local authorities and 

parents and carers, working together to support more 
children to walk to school.

Hanley St Lukes CofE Primary School, Stoke on Trent



“Road safety is one of our top priorities and the 
council has done a lot of work in recent years to 
tackle inconsiderate and dangerous parking around 
school gates.”

“This is a good example of how we listen to concerns 
in our communities and look at what we can do to 
improve the situation.”

Cllr Daniel Jellyman
Cabinet Member for Regeneration, Transport and Heritage
Stoke-on-Trent City Council 



RECOMMENDATION 5:
Schools should mainstream walking into the school day by identifying 

opportunities for children to experience their local area on foot, to normalize 
walking for shorter trips and learn road safety skills interactively within the 

school day, for example as part of geography lessons
St Swithun Wells Catholic Primary School, Hampshire



RECOMMENDATION 8: 
Local authorities should make 20mph the default speed limit for 

all streets where people live, work, shop and play, and 
consider other road safety enhancements to provide the 

maximum safety benefit for children.
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RECOMMENDATION 10: 
Local authorities should support calls for street closures through pilot projects and 

roll-out schemes on a permanent basis where these are proved to be effective.
Glebelands Primary School, Leicester
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“I am delighted to see School Streets in action. 
Promoting active and sustainable travel is one of 
our main priorities, and by creating a safe and 
relaxed atmosphere near our schools, we are 
encouraging this from a very early age.”

Councillor Lesley Hinds
Transport Convener
Edinburgh Council



Benefits of the Walk to 
and from School
1. Physical and Mental Wellbeing
2. Arrive to School, Ready to Learn
3. Road Safety Skills and Improved Social 

Skills
4. Safer Streets for the Whole Community
5. Improved Air Quality
6. Reduced Peak Time Congestion



WALK TO SCHOOL TODAY
Living Streets' walk to school campaign supports 
970,000 children in 3,100 schools to walk more 

through national schemes and events making it one of 
the UK's leading behaviour change campaigns for 

young people.
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