
How can a council encourage walking?  How can a council encourage walking?  
The Glen Eira experience

Dollars and Sense of Walking 
Matt Harridge, O’Brien Traffic



Outline

• Introduction
H C il E W lki f• How can a Council Encourage Walking for:
• Schools
• Shopping Centres
• Religious Groups
• Our Community• Our Community

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  TRAFFIC PLANNING  ROAD SAFETY  TRAFFIC IMPACT ASSESSMENTS  TRANSPORT PLANNING 31



Outline

• Introduction
H d C il E W lki f• How does a Council Encourage Walking for:
• Schools
• Shopping Centres
• Religious Groups
• Our Community• Our Community

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  TRAFFIC PLANNING  ROAD SAFETY  TRAFFIC IMPACT ASSESSMENTS  TRANSPORT PLANNING
3

30



Metro Melbourne  & Glen Eira
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Walking in Glen Eira

• 2.4 % walk to work (2006)
• 57.6% drive to work (2006)( )
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics
2006 Census of Population & Housing

 70

60

40

50

de
st

ri
an

 C
ra

sh
es

Fatal

Serious

20

30

N
o.

 R
ep

or
te

d 
P

ed Other

Linear (Total)

10

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  TRAFFIC PLANNING  ROAD SAFETY  TRAFFIC IMPACT ASSESSMENTS  TRANSPORT PLANNING

0

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Year
28



How can we encourage walking?

Source: Caulfield Leader Newspaper 30.03.2010
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How can a Council encourage walking for schools?

34 primary schools and 12 secondary schools
• 64.1% trips via carp
• 22.7% via walking

Source: 2006 Victorian Child Health & Wellbeing Survey, Department of Human Services

Why?
• Security
• Time
• Load to carry
• ROAD SAFETY
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How can a Council encourage walking for schools?

Safety Audits
• Identify potential safety problems for pedestrians and road 

d

Safety Audits
• Identify potential safety problems for pedestrians and road 

dusers; and
• Ensure that measures to eliminate or reduce the problems 

users; and
• Ensure that measures to eliminate or reduce the problems 

are fully considered

Process

are fully considered

• Independent auditor
• Engage school principal, 

concerned parents, school 
crossing supervisorsg p
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How can a Council encourage walking for schools?

Issues raised
• Driver behaviour

Ill l ki

Issues raised …

• Illegal parking
Addressed by …

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  TRAFFIC PLANNING  ROAD SAFETY  TRAFFIC IMPACT ASSESSMENTS  TRANSPORT PLANNING 23



How can a Council encourage walking for schools?

Issues raised
• Crossing points
Issues raised …

Addressed by …

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  TRAFFIC PLANNING  ROAD SAFETY  TRAFFIC IMPACT ASSESSMENTS  TRANSPORT PLANNING 22



How can a Council encourage walking for schools?

Issues raised
• Speed
Issues raised …

Addressed by …
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How can a Council encourage walking for schools?

Star Rating for pedestrian crossing points
• Caulfield Community Health Service & 

M h i it A id t R h C t

Star Rating for pedestrian crossing points

Monash university Accident Research Centre
• Key barrier for active travel is concerns for 

pedestrian safety
• Objective questions for parents, student & 

‘experts’ for crossing points
• Star rating is generated (1 to 5 stars)
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How can a Council encourage walking for schools?

“the majority of parents reported that the 
il bilit f f t i f ti l l t d bavailability of safety information calculated by 

the star‐rating tool would have an influential 
nature on their decision regarding their child 
walking to and from school although there were 
other important key issues highlighted in terms 
of their decision making process”

Source: Corben et all 2010, Star rating system for Pedestrian Walking Routes
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How can a Council encourage walking for strip shopping centres?

• Council’s Road Safety Strategy identifies that 
Gl Ei ’ l t i h i tGlen Eira’s larger strip shopping centres are 
over represented in pedestrian crashes

• Road Safety Audits
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How can a Council encourage walking for strip shopping centres?

Issues raised
• Speed

P d i b h i

Issues raised …

• Poor driver behaviour
Addressed by …
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How can a Council encourage walking for strip shopping centres?

Issues raised
• Crossing Points

Ob t ti

Issues raised …

• Obstruction
Addressed by …
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How can a Council encourage walking for religious groups?

Demographics

17.8%
1.1%
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Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2006 & 2001 Census of Population and Housing
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How can a Council encourage walking for religious groups?

Jewish Observance and Attire

Orthodox Judaism requires men and women to practice modesty of dress. 
Generally observant Jewish men wear long black coats with black hats and

Jewish Observance and Attire

Generally observant Jewish men wear long black coats with black hats and 
women are attired with modest dresses and covered hair. 

The dark black attire of many Jewish pedestrians makes conspicuity an
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The dark black attire of many Jewish pedestrians makes conspicuity an 
issue especially during the evening.
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How can a Council encourage walking for religious groups?

Crash Locations
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How can a Council encourage walking for religious groups?

E f Vi i R d R lEnforcement – Victorian Road Rules
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How can a Council encourage walking for religious groups?

Enforcement Victorian Road RulesEnforcement – Victorian Road Rules
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How can a Council encourage walking for religious groups?

Automatic Activation of Pedestrian Phases
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How can a Council encourage walking for our community?

The ‘One Percenters’
"keep doing the one percenters“ 

…the little extra efforts which may not 
individually effect the outcome butindividually effect the outcome but 
collectively they can!

• Pedestrian Sight Trianglesg g
• Piggy back on road reconstruction
• Piggy back on new treatmentsPiggy back on new treatments
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How can a Council encourage walking for our community?

Pl i P Si h T i lPlanning Process – Sight Triangles
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How can a Council encourage walking for our community?

Road Reconstructions
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How can a Council encourage walking for our community?

New Treatments
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Conclusion

• Glen Eira uses pedestrian programmes with a strong 
h i f t t lkiemphasis on safety to encourage walking.

• Programs & projects typical do not requires a 
significant funding commitment, however, the 
outcomes clearly communicate pedestrian safety is 
vital and walking is a legitimate form of transport in 
Glen Eira.
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Matt Harridge
Associate – O’Brien Traffic
Coordinator Traffic Engineering – City of Glen Eira
matt@obrientraffic.com
www.obrientraffic.com


