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Abstract Remit

This research study is informed by a review of the relevant literature that applies to walking, mainly to be found in
urban design and transportation based research. However, research in the area, has effectively relegated the
needs of the urban walker to the periphery. As a result we have a limited understanding of how people, actually
move through and interact with the urban environment. Secondly, this research project was borne out of earlier
research that utilised qualitative methods, with a focus group study involving 10 people in each of the four cities
listed here (Christchurch, New Zealand; Manchester, UK; Brisbane, Australia and Singapore). The focus group
research elicited a number of interesting issues, which provided a useful platform on which to base this study. This
study used in depth interviews with research participants from recreational walking clubs, pedestrain advocates
and inner city planners, responsible for walking strategy in Christchurch.

Although New Zealand and indeed Christchurch have a positive walking reputation, this study discovered that
Christchurch has major difficulties in accommodating for the needs of walkers in the inner city. Although,
Christchurch has the potential to be a very 'walkable' city, this is not supported by the apporpriate pedestrian
infrastructure. The study uncovered a range of problems for walkers in the inner city and a lack of understanding of
their needs. This study will contribute to the continuing debate on urban walking and highlights the importance of
planning and designing our cities with the needs of walkers at the forefront of their thinking. We need to move
away from the car centric mentality of the past and move forward to take back ownership of public space and
encourage people to experiencethe delights of the urban environemt on foot.
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