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Exciting national progress

[t has been an exciting twelve months since our inaugural AGM. Stgnificant lmprovement of
New Zealand's streets as destinations and as safe thoroughtares Looks wmore Likely with the
advent of the New Zealand Land Transport Strategy in Decenmber 2002 and the subsequent
introduction of the Draft Land Transport Management BiLL. Living Streets Aotearon wmade
submissions on both of these items. So, as a new organisation, we have already taken great
opportunities for positive influence.

There are more and more planning, policy, design and engineering professionals who share
Living Streets’ abms. More politictans see the environmental, soctal, economic and cultural case
for Living Streets.

As well as the formal connections referved to below, we have established friendly relations with
Te Avaron Trust, TRAFINZ Living Streets UK andd menmbers of the tnternational technical
group Walk21.

Representation

We have had national representation on the following groups -~ Transfund’s pedestiian advisory
group, Ministry of Transport special consultation on the NZTS, Land Transport Safety
Authority’s Safety Framework and Safe Routes groups. Next year we aim to lncrense
membership and parvticipation tn different regions.

Reglonal Groups

walkAuckland is an active group that has links with Living Streets but is not formally
affiliated. The key is to shave information and strategies, not fret about precise relationships.
Hutt valley has initiated n Sustainable Transport group that initially comprises Living
Streets, cWLLe Aware and Transport 2000. Congratulations on your Initiative, Nell Freeman.
Hamilton's FEAT is flnding its feet and ( have been invited to Dunedin and Christehureh to
help crystallise some advoeacy groups there. Living Streets wellington Ls represented on the
wellington Reglonal Land Transport Comumittee and the Wellington City Rond Safety
Reference Group.

Living Streets wellington have partnered the City Council and erected “Shorteuts to a Degree”
signs as a pilot pedestrian maop.



Still a way to go

Challenges remain in the way decision-makers make assumptions about pedestrian needs.
“walk?21 is too specialised o conference for us to attend. Anyway our transport planners kinow
all about pedestrian needs.” is a quote | shall not ascribe but was said quite sertously).

[ want to pursue further alliances with public health agencies across the country, given our
excellent relationship with Hutt vaLLeg Health, and to press district health boards, prima Y
health organisations and others in the health professions to stand wup for Living streets in thelr
districts as key to population health. Health professionals make submissions on playground
closures but not often on Transport Strategies. We can remlind them of the connections.
Recveation groups and running groups alse have Lssues in common.

Community constnbles usunlly renlise the significance of pedestrians as “‘guardiaons of the
public reabm” but may need encouragement to influence Police and Local Government policy.

Most reglonal cowncils are at some stage of producing Walking Strategies (prefernbly separate
from cycling Strategies) but it's usually the tervitorial authorities who need to commit funds to
get better maintenance, more imaginative desion and safer roads. ( Look forward to Living
Streets communicating these issues to more Local government politicians and officers.

We need to include the needs of people with mobility difficulties more clearly. tam curvently
Looking at Shopmobility as a transport solutlon for those with permanent or temporary
diffieulties getting around city centres.

Comments Like “Thanks to Living Streets Aotearoa for the Shortcuts to a Degree walk posteo on
the web. | took a group from Plimumer Steps to Salamanca Road and down and it was great.
Lovely views.” from someone tn Porlrun remind me our actions are very worthwhile.

Thanks

Some close family bereavement and illness have prevented my maximum tnvolvement in
promoting Living Streets and our key issues this Last twelve months. Thanks for all the
personal support mentbers have given me.

ol Like to thank many Living Streets members and supporters for thelr work, whether it's
planning, organising meetings, taking wotes, representing our tnterests on different groups or
ensuring we comply with accounting practices. Our vistbility ts tnereasing - for which
particular thanks to Penny Tapper for contlnuing to comptle our newsletter and Robert davies
for his timely and accurate input to our website.

Conclustons

I'm pleased to see how many activities we have been actively tnvolved with. 2003/04 will be key
for consolidating our organisation, raising our profile, abming for at least a part-time paid
staff person and a natlonal seminar. However, it's all means to the end of many more lovely
places to walk, run, sit, play, shop and talk so Let's take thme to enjoy walking and talking our
way to Living Streets.

Celln wade-Browwn



