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Urban Areas

Urban Areas are made up of:
— Topography (the Land)

— Space (the Streets — 80%)
— Buildings

How People See....
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The Traditional City
Rome

Why Grids are Great

Benefits of (Straightish) Grids:
— Sight

— Distance

— Choice

— Legibility

— ldentity

— Variety

— Meeting Places

— Apparent Density

— Scale




Barcelona The Melbourne Grid

Parnell Longueville, Sydney

Devonport Rotorua




Squares and Meeting Places:
Sienna

Pyrmont, Sydney

Intersections as Meeting Places

Lot 59 = Piazza Navona, Rome

Amsterdam canal block Place St Michel, Paris




The Change:

Paris

The automobile has not merely taken over the street, it has dissolved the living tissue of the

city. Its appetite for space is absolutely insatiable; moving and parked, it devours urban land

leaving the buildings as mere islands of habitable space in a sea of dangerous and ugly
traffic. -James Marston Fitch, historic preservationist (1909-2000)

Toulouse

Complete Separation - Topography, Space &

Building

Auckland

Dead Worm Subdivision
New Zealand

Australia
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Comparison between Traditional & Dead Worm Comparison between Traditional & Dead Worm

Comparison between Traditional & Dead Worm Comparison between Traditional & Dead Worm

Intensification: Traditional Street Blocks Intensification in Dead Worm Subdivisions




Regent Street & Park London Intensification around Parks

Comparison of Traditional & New Urbanist Grid The Future???

Traditional New Urbanist

| believe in the city of the future....ltis a
place where the fragments of something
once broken are recomposed.”

Aldo Rossi
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