
Different ways to map a walk



Today

Online tools to help map a walk

NOT 
– what data to collect
– who to consult
– what is a good walk
– why walking is  wonderful!



Content

• What is GIS?

• Google Earth & GoogleMaps

• MapMyWalk
– Searching for walks
– Mapping your own walk
– Telling others

• National data issues

• Technology for visual impairment



Geographic Information Systems

• Objects
– Sewer lines, cathedrals, houses, volcanoes

• Location
– Latitude & Longitude & Elevation

• Address
• User modification
• Public or private e.g. rare plants



Why build your own map?

Standard online street map



You know your area best!

Foot access added



A long list of directions is tricky
to write AND to follow

OR to modify!



Google Maps & Google Earth

• Google Maps covers most of world 
• Google Earth - based on satellite and aerial 

photography
• Google Earth needs to run on your PC
• Download latest (4.3) Google Earth 

earth.google.com 
• Some organisations don’t allow download of 

Google Earth
• MapMyWalk uses Google Maps and, 

optionally, Google Earth



Enter address



Full screen



Show roads!

Show photos





MapMyWalk

• An application that uses Google data
• One of a set

– Map My Run
– Map My Kayak
– Map My Ride

• Free to use & search
• Sign up needed to add walks
• Advertising & Premium version
• Loops,elevation, private/public, groups, forums +



















Many other maps and applications

• GoogleMaps walking directions
• Calorie consumption
• Dog exercise areas
• Accessible ATMs
• Journey planners

– Metlink
– MAXX
– Metro

• Walkability ratings
– Walkscore





GPS and visual impairment
• Phone
• GPS
• Directions
• Loadstone

– RNIB
– RNZFB

• Council data
– Intersections
– Bus stops

• More possibilities!



Councils

Police

Businesses
Emergency 

services

NZ Post

General public

National Address Register 
project on hold...

Education



Need standard data across NZ

• Safety
• Accessibility
• Journeys across boundaries
• Promotion of facilities
• Public access
• Reduce cost to Councils



Still need signs and paper!



The end


